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cH RISTIANS -ELSCTED TO THE DIET 
a A Christian pastor has been elected to membership in th 
tional House of Representatives. So far as ACTIVITY NEWS 
iditors were able to determine, he is the first Japanese 
Soe in history ever to become a member of parliament. 


This newly-elected Diet member is the Reverend Sekikazu 
Nishimura, of Katata Church in Shiga Prefecture, a member of 
e United Church of Christ. ‘Pastor Nishimura is a graduate 
£ the Free Methodist Seminary in Osaka,,and shas been in the 
.ctive ministry for more than twenty years. He has been 
slated to the Omi Brotherhood, founded roerk 
hies, and has been’ especially interested in the growth o 
labor movement in this country. He was elected to offic 
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Pastor Nishimura ran for the Diet in the general clection 
‘ee years ago, but - lost... He says, "This campaign was much 
isier for me than the one three years ago. This time I had 
@ full support of the labor movement, the farmers! union, 

| the Church." He is a staunch defender of the peace clause 
1 the national constitution, and found. wide support for his 


_ among the voters in his area. 


a As he looks forward to service in the newly- -consti tuted 
parliament, Mr. Nishimura is especially appreciative of the 
support he. has received from the entire Christian movement in 

S$ district. arly in the campaign there wore those who told: 
m that a Christian minister had no business taking such an 
tive part in politics. He replied however that precisely 
"because he is a Christian leader he feels a strong sense of 
)responsibility for the political life of the nation. He says, 
hristianity belongs in politics. It is evident that many of 
“the voters in Shiga Prefecture were won over to this position. 
3 a Across the nation Christians are active in both of the 
major political groupings. In the voting on May 22 a number of 
other Christian candidates also met with victory at the polls: 


e _--Tetsu Katayama (Socialist, Kanagawa Prefecture), former 
“prime minister, lawyer, a member of Fujimicho Church, Tokyo. 
This will be his ninth term in parliament. 


---Komakichi Matsuoka (Socialist), a Baptist from Oi Church, ae 
Reskyo. Mr. Matsuoka has been active in the Japanese labor 
‘movement and is a member of the National Christian Council's 
mmission on International Affairs. This will be his sixth 
rm as a member of the Dict. 
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ee A Peiaran TOE five terms in “the Diet, Ri vanora also 

ves on the Commission on International affairs of the National 
Stan Council. He belongs to Mitake Church, United church 
tetsu, Tokyo, —' 


_ =--Motojiro Sugiyama (Socialist, Osaka) was at one time “i 

@-speaker of the Dict. He is a graduate of Tohoku Gakuin i 
istian school in-Sendai), and a life-long supporter of the Ay 
rmers' movement. A member of Matsuzawa Church, Tokyo, he mS: 
Ss een associated for many years with Sag Kagawa. sey 
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=-Shutaro Matsuura (Liberal-Democrat, Hokkaido) is the 
‘dent of a lumber company and at one time served as oe 
ster of labor. Elected seven times to parliament, Matsuura 

1s a member of Mifuka Church, Hokkaido. He was baptized many 
ears ago by Dr. Kagawa. ,; 


_ =-Jotaro Kawakami (Socialist, Kobe) is a former chairman 
the Socialist Party and was at one time a professor at 

nsei Gakuin in Nishinomiya. He is a member of Ginza Church, 
yo, and has already served six terms in the House of Represen- 
ives. 


_  --(Mrs.) Masa Nakayama (Liberal-Democrat, Osaka) is a 
aduate of Wesleyan University in the United “States. A veteran 
five terms in parliament, Mrs. Nakayama has served as chair- 
man of the women's committee of the Liberal-Democrat Party and 

associate minister of welfare. She is a United Church of 
arist member. 


=-Shigeyoshi Matsumae (Socialist, Kumamoto) is a graduate 

of Tohoku Gakuin and president of Tokai College. A member of 
she Evangelical Lutheran Church, Tokyo, he has already servad 
ree terms in the Diet. 


% _-=-Hakaru Hoashi- (Socialist, Tokyo) returns to parliament 
for the fourth time. A writer by profession, he belongs to 
Kogan Church (independent). 
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_ --Hideichi Hojo (Socialist, Tokyo) has taken a special 
interest in the plight of persons repatriated to Japan from 
yverseas since the war. Coming to parliament for the first 
Sone, he is a member of Chiyoda Church (United Church of Christ.) 


a --(Mrs.) Satoko Tokano (Socialist, Tochigi) is a housewife 
ind the head of the women's committee of the Socialist Party. 

returning for the seventh time to parliament, Mrs. Tokano is a 3 
Jaited Church of Christ member. 


--Seiichi Ti (Socialist, Niigata) is a lawyer, and a member ae 
of Shibata Church (United church of Christ) .-. He has now been 
pe for the fifth time to the Diet. 


BeKon6 Inomata (Socialist, Niigata) is a lawyer by profes- 
peand a member of ee Episcopal Church. He is a veteran of 
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es --Kaneshichi Masuda (Liberal- Democrat , Nagano) is a lawyer 
id a veteran of four previous parliaments. He has served the 
pment.” as minister of construction, of labor, and as cabinet 


He belongs to Mukyokai (Non-church Movement ) . 
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' =--Tamotsu Hasegawa (Socialist, Shizuoka) is the head of 

uberculosis sanitorium. Serving in parliament for the 

fth oo? he is a member of Enshu Church (United: Church of 
asus) . 


--Jiro Hoshijima (Liberal-Democrat, Okayama) served at 
€ time as minister of commerce and industry. Kirisuto 
nbun reports that Hoshijima will enter parliament this 
ar for the fifteenth time. He is a member of Reinanzaka 
Meck, Tokyo (United Church of Christ). 


: --Hyosuke Niwa (Liberal-Democrat, Nagoya) is the pres- 
ident of a transportation company. Returning for the second 
time as a Diet member, Niwa is a graduate of Kwansei Gakuin 
‘University and a United Church of Christ member. 


JONFERENCES ON SOCIAL WITNESS 


Dr. Daisuke Kitagawa of the World Council of Churches in 

reneva has just completed a series of conferences on Christian 
social responsibility. The number of pastors and laymen taking 
- part in these meetings was as follows: Sendai, 25; Okayama, 30; 
Osaka, 35-40; Atami (near Tokyo), 42. (See ACTIVITY NEWS, Number 
p 122, April 15, 1958). 
‘The main purpose of the conferences was to help Christian 
leaders to become better informed and more concerned about a | 
‘number of crucial social issues. Population control, in partic- wt 
ilar, aroused a great deal of discussion. Everyone knows that 
he rate of population growth in this country has slowed dramat- 
ically in recent years. Some people were shocked to learn, 
however, that the increasing practice of abortion is largely 
‘responsible. for this trend. 


The delegates recognized that overpopulation faces not only 
apan but vast areas-of the world. Japan's problem must be 
“considered in the context of the whole world's need. Everyone 
agreed that a partial solution for Japan might be sought in 
terms of emigration. But the Christian leaders could not come ° 
Meow aercoment as, to the advisability . of birth control. The 
ajority of the participants seemed to be in favor of the a 
ee ation rou Get ol gala control information. Others, however, <a 


Dr. G. Sakakibara, an “economist of “noyama OS ‘University, <i 
ape the initial presentation to the group on Japan's problem: a 
Of: fee ation. . es 
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“Another issue - dealt with was the problem of poverty, 

ented by Dr. #. Isomura, a sociologist from Tokyo Municipal 
iversity. Dr. Isomura noted that in the areas which he has 
estigated there is very little contact as yet between the 
istian Church on the one hand, and persons who are desperately 


Dr. Y. Iizaka of the Peers! School discussed the question 
Jand ownership. Admittedly, the situation was greatly im- 
oved by the land reform carred out by the allied occupation 
thorities a number of years ago. According to Dr. Iizaka, 
wever, existing structures of governmental control continue 
favor the well-to-do farmer as over against the poor farmer. 
e professor pointed out that Japan still has a long way to 
hot only in terms of production, but also in terms of a 

re equitable distribution of available resources. 


Dr. K. Watanabe, of Tokyo, opened up the subject of small 
industries in Japan. We face a situation where a vast number 
of small factories are exploited, through a system of sub- 
contracts, by a very small number of large industrial combines. 
“If the suggested minimum wage of Yen 6,000 (22.40) per man 

pe r month were to be enforced, many small companies would im- 
“mediately face bankruptcy. 


RISTIAN SCHOOLMEN MEBT 


__ The Educational Association of Christian Schools in Japan 
held its 46th annual meeting at Hokuriku Gakuin, Kanazawa, on 

y 28-30. Dr. Yoshimune Abe, the veteran churchman and educator 
© is the Association's General Secretary, reported that 76 
ember schools were representod by about 140 delegates, 


Hokuriku: Gakuin is the only Christian school on the north- 
stern coast of Honshu island, and draws students from a wide 
ea. One reason for holding this year's conference at Hokuriku, 
- Abe explained, was to help publicize the school throughout 
Ree ote coustat area. 


_=-to publish a new serics of seven text books for required 
e courses at the junior and senior high school level. 
materials are to be ready by. next April, when the new 

1 year begins. — 8 


ote release a 500-page book which with. give the history 
sent situation of Christian schools throughout Japan. 

oc is timed to coincide with the Protestant centennial 
n ae te this Sanaa es 
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-to hold ae regional conferences during the coming 
or new teachers hired by the Christian schools. Of — 
eicy., Many of these weachers will not be Christian church = 
embers. It is felt that they should have some special orienta— 
On as to the unique role eg ates of-the Christian schools 
they serve. 
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ISSIONARTES HEAR HEIMANN aoe 


» About thirty missionaries met with Dr. Eduard Heimann of 
Work City at the Ambassador Hotel ina Tory on Saturday 
ang and Sunday, May 31-June 1. Dr. Heimann is currently 
+ ed in Japan under the auspices of. cee Union Theolog- 
SeMinary and the Social Problems Committee of the United - 
ureh of Christ. (See ACTIVITY NEWS, Number 122, april 15, 


Dr. Heimann, who comes from the New School for Social 
search in New York, gave two lectures: mCh ristianity and 
anging Social Ideologies", and "fhe Christian Foundation of 
pyaociat oor siete tie Against a ee erie background, as gave 


hat stems from Merx. He showed that eraran id both of Miece 
ationalist ideologies there are possibilities for socio- 
Onomic progress which, under God, the thoughtful Christian 
bound to pursue. 


, Dr. ‘Heimann explained the principle of*social reform 

lich can be Christian when it recognizes that man does not 

iow Or control all things, and that human solutions are 

ject to error and to correction. Over against determinism 

Sec the Christian view of history as the scene of God's 

poseful activity. He emphasized that in history there is 

element of "creativity", which means that at- different levels 

there is always the possibility o of a new birth. He quoted with 
elling effect the prayer of aa "that this nation under 

d may have a new birth in freedom 


"AVACO'S program in radio, projected AV aids, non-pro jected 
tape Tibrary, leadership training program, relationship 
coming world-conferences in Japan, and pro jected plans for ‘ 

selism Aven television, were discussed and concrete pious is 
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During the coming year in the field of radio concentration 
. be put on two programs, "Song of the Heart", hymn program a 
uring the AVACO Chorus, and "Women's Talk, a fifteen } 
nute talk for housewives by Mrs. Hanako Muraoka. "Songs of ‘ 
fie Heart", Sponsored in Tokyo and @ired free by stations in 
obe and Shizuoka , is to be continued and followup carried out 
Kobe and Shizuoka as it is in Tokyo, -but through buying the 
Dot announcement following the program rather than the air time 

@it. A similar type of followup is to be tried with "Women'S 
1, inviting listeners to write in for copies of the talk or a 
or a booklet. 


Mathew Ogawa, Executive Director of AVACO, reported that ie 
ie hundred.ten new TV stations are being built. in the next ete 
wo years, and these stations are hungry for films. AVACO is a3 
ering immediately a wide variety of films cleared for TV 
se and will be providing them with Japanese sound for broad-~ 
cast free over these stations. 


iIn the field of film evangelism it was decided to put much 
nore emphasis on film tours with "film packages" especially 
sailored for evangelistic effect, and with sound in Japanese 
mn mMagnestripe. The magnestripe attachment for adapting pro- : 
ctors to playback magnestripe sound tracks, now being produced Meo, 
by AVACO, was demonstrated. ie 


\e 


More and better filmstrips, kamishibai, flannelgraph and 
(cture stories, with evangelistic power and appropriate to 
pan, were also requested. A greater epee ts will be put 

1 such production in the coming year. 


_ it was also agreed that AVACO radio and music tapes will 

> advertized and made available cheaply to those carrying on 
vangelistic work in hospitals, prisons and for the blind. 
iwomen's Talk” will be used widely in meetings of church women's 
ae a as a basis for discussion. 


